
The Deer and the Dog…September 10, 2021 
 
 
Good Dakotans: 
 
**Upcoming: 
      September 20-24 - Homecoming Week 
      September 24 - Early out - 2:00 PM for Homecoming Parade 
      October 8 & 11 - No School 
      October 15 - Picture Re-takes 
 
**Fidgets, sprockets, etc. - Our learners love to manipulate cool toys and the latest are fidgets 
and other hand gadgets.   Please urge your learner to leave these at home as they do become a 
distraction, get lost or misplaced, or are broken.   Thanks for helping. 
 
**Found but unclaimed - The differences in weather from morning to afternoon leave our 
learners with a conundrum of wardrobe.  And leaves our unclaimed items table in the cafeteria, 
already full.  Remind your learners that if they have left a sweatshirt, sweater, sweatpants, or 
anything it is likely on the table.  Each month these items are donated to local needy 
organizations.  Here today, gone on the first. 
 
**PBIS - Positive Behavior Intervention Supports - This plan seeks to acknowledge civil and 
sought good decision-making for our learners as well as assisting in identifying and practicing 
those good behaviors.  You may hear your learners speak of Bobcat Be's - Be Respectful, Be 
Responsible, Be Safe, Be Active Learners and some incentives for displaying these traits.   The 
plan is evolving, and is a consistent district-wide attempt to overtly find and recognize the good, 
track and instruct proper methods of coping and good decision-making.  More reference will be 
forthcoming as the program grows. 
 
**Our playground is a park, with the advantage of great vistas and green grass.  But as a park, it 
is open and the wildlife some times finds it a playground as well.  Tuesday, when I arrived in the 
pre-sun-up, a momma deer and her two siblings stood frozen by the rock wall.   They gave a 
sniff and shuffled off to some other shelter, beauty rays gleaming from their coats and new 
energy in the fawns found scampers to keep up with their mother. It was a fine way to start the 
day.  Five hours later, and more domestic, a huskie loose from its yard sauntered into the park 
seeking and finding the attention of a swarm of recess-ing 4th and 5th graders.   The friendly 
mutt was the happy recipient of the love of so many but action was needed as the crush of 
humanity trying to get in a pet could harm or stress the pup.  We found the owner and held the 
young canine in a custodial room until they arrived.  It was quite a spectacle, but the aftermath 
was poignant.   As I walked the halls in the afternoon, every learner, with concern in their voice 
and eyes, "What happened to the dog?"  Genuine and sincere care for a fleeting and footloose 
companion.  That care is not learned, it is in our children.  To be cultivated as an altruism that is 
the best of humans.  A focus on others and pure relation to all things outside ourselves.  It was 
just a wayward dog, but a symbol of selfless character our children possess naturally.  A symbol 
for us to model the same.  The dog and the deer, magic in the eyes of our kids.  Magic for us if 
we re-visit that part that still lives in us.  Let it live. 



 
Loyal ad willing servant of the Camelot and Brookings Community - Kevin 
   "Do the right thing, just because it is the right thing to do." 
 


